
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
For more information, contact:  
Matt Kelley, Health Officer, Gallatin City-County Health Department, 582-3100  
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Monday, October 17, 2016  
Hebgen Lake Toxic Algal Bloom  
 
The Gallatin City-County Health Department (GCCHD) reminds those using Hebgen Lake to 
continue exercising caution to avoid an ongoing algal bloom that is producing toxin that poses a 
threat to people, pets, and livestock.  
 
The Health Department was notified in late September by Northwestern Energy that routine 
monitoring of Hebgen Lake confirmed the presence of a toxic algal bloom in the lake. More recent 
water sampling, conducted Wednesday October 5th, 2016, verified the continued presence of algal 
bloom toxin along the north shore of the lake.   
 
Numerous species of bluegreen algae are capable of producing several types of toxins. These 
substances can be toxic to humans, pets, and wildlife. At present, there are no federal recreational 
standards for cyanobacterial toxins in the U.S. 
 
Of particular concern at Hebgen Lake are water samples gathered from the lake near at Happy Hour 
Bar and Kirkwood Resort and Marina where levels anatoxin-a (a neurotoxin) were found to be 
particularly high last week (868 ppb and 136 ppb respectively). To put those levels into 
perspective, the State of Washington implements a recreational warning when levels of anatoxin-a 
exceed 1 ppb.  Although Gallatin County does not have a regulatory limit for anatoxin-a in a 
recreational lake setting, health experts are reiterating warnings about the potential harm to people 
and pets in the vicinity of these two marinas.   
 
“We want people to be aware that the risk from the algae remains present in Hebgen,” said Matt 
Kelley, Health Officer with Gallatin City-County Health Department.  “People should continue to 
exercise caution.” 
 
The algal bloom is occurring along the north shore of the lake and may appear as green or turquoise 
colored scum on the surface of the lake. Death of domestic animals has been attributed to ingestion 
of water during toxic algal blooms at Hebgen Lake in the past.  Some conditions that influence 
bloom formation are nutrient availability, light intensity, water temperature, species competition, 
wind patterns, water column mixing, and zooplankton predation.  
 
The identified algal toxin poses a threat to people, pets and livestock. Ingestion or prolonged 
contact with the algal bloom may result in illness, with signs such as muscle twitching, staggering, 
convulsions, paralysis and death. Livestock that drink large amounts of contaminated water and 
pets that collect scum on their fur then ingest it by licking are at highest risk from toxin exposure. 
Toxin exposure can occur in humans from recreational activities where water might be ingested 
such as swimming, wind surfing, jet skiing, and water skiing.  

 www.healthygallatin.org 

Environmental Health Services 
215 W. Mendenhall, Rm 108 
Bozeman, MT  59715-3478 
406-582-3120  Fax: 406-582-3128 

Human Services 
215 W. Mendenhall, Rm 117 
Bozeman, MT  59715-3478 
(406) 582-3100  Fax (406) 582-3112 



 
 If you (or your pets/livestock) have ingested Hebgen Lake water along the north shore and are 
experiencing symptoms, you should seek medical (or veterinary) attention immediately.  
 
Hopefully as the temperatures drop and winds pick up during fall, the bloom will dissipate and 
toxin production will no longer be of concern.  Meanwhile, sampling of the lake continues weekly as 
long as toxic conditions persist and for several weeks after the last positive test.  Further 
notifications will be provided by GCCHD should conditions change. 


