
 
 

 
 
 
 

Weekly Communicable Disease Report 
October 23, 2017 

Gallatin County Communicable Disease Report Week 42 (10/16/2017 to 10/22/2017) 
 

Reportable                                                                   Non-Reportable_ 
11     Chlamydia     64 Strep     
2 Animal Bites     4 Mono 
1 S. pneumoniae, invasive 
4 Hepatitis C 
 

PLEASE CALL 406-582-3100 during business hours or after hours 24/7 call Sheriff’s Dispatch at 406-582-2100 ext 2 and ask 
to page the Health Department 

 
MONTANA STATE DISEASE INFORMATION 

Summary-MMWR Week 41: Ending 10/20/2017 

 
 

 
 

Influenza: Reports of PCR confirmed influenza continued across the state this week. Since September, 12 individuals have 

been hospitalized due to influenza. Of these, the majority have been influenza A H3. Of the investigations where vaccine status 
was available (7), all had not received a seasonal flu vaccine. All but one reported at least one comorbidity at admit.  
Articles speculating on the severity of the upcoming flu season have popped up during the last few weeks. While it is true that we 
are off to an early start of the flu season, that doesn't necessarily mean it's going to be a bad year, and predicting the severity of 
the upcoming season is difficult, if not impossible. No one at DPHHS has provided any predictions about the upcoming season. 
There really is no good way to predict what kind of a flu season that we will have. The southern hemisphere's flu season is often 
used as a 'best guess' because North America often sees the same circulating strains once our flu season begins in the northern 
hemisphere. However, the articles describing Australia’s recent flu season indicated that there are a few other things that m ight 
have contributed to the severity, including that their influenza vaccine rate is pretty low. 
 
The take home message from this article and the early start to the season is to encourage people to get their flu shot now as well 
as the standard disease prevention messages that we promote year round: wash your hands and stay home when you're sick. 
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