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Air Quality Alert 

For 08/24/15 
 
 

 

 

Bozeman (BAM 2.5) 

Date 
Right Now 

(as of 8:00 AM) 

(µg/m3) 

24 Hour Average 
Cumulative 

(µg/m3) 

Health Effect 

Category 
Comments 

TODAY 
08/17/2015 

 

40 

 

40 

 
Unhealthy  

YESTERDAY 
08/16/2015 

 

24 
 

15 

 

Moderate  

Information compiled from: http://todaysair.mt.gov/ 

Issues / Risks Identified  

WILDFIRES: Residents near active fires and under plumes aloft need to remain aware of current conditions and use the visibility 

guidelines to guide their activity decisions as the situation changes. 
For more information on active fires go to: http://www.inciweb.org/state/27/ 
For more information on Health Effect Category: http://www.deq.mt.gov/FireUpdates/SmokeCategories.mcpx#unhealthyfor 

 

Air Quality Forecast (From DEQ Today’s Air Page: http://todaysair.mt.gov/) 

An Air Quality Alert has been issued until further notice in the following counties due to elevated particulate concentrations: 
Beaverhead, Broadwater, Carbon, Cascade, Deer Lodge, Gallatin, Glacier, Golden Valley, Granite, Jefferson, Judith Basin, 
Fergus, Flathead, Lake, Lewis and Clark, Lincoln, Meagher, Park, Pondera, Powell, Madison, Mineral, Missoula, Musselshell, 
Ravalli, Sanders, Silver Bow, Stillwater, Sweet Grass, Teton, Wheatland, and Yellowstone. 
 
Air quality in Seeley Lake, Frenchtown, Missoula, Hamilton, Butte, Helena, Great Falls, St. Mary, and Bozeman is currently 
UNHEALTHY.  
 
Air quality in West Yellowstone, Lewistown, and Billings is currently UNHEALTHY FOR SENSITIVE GROUPS.  
 
When air quality is UNHEALTHY, state and local health officials recommend that people with respiratory or heart disease, the 
elderly, and children should avoid prolonged exertion; everyone else should limit prolonged exertion.  
 
When air quality is UNHEALTHY FOR SENSITIVE GROUPS, state and local health officials recommend that people with 
respiratory or heart disease, the elderly and children should limit prolonged exertion.  
 
Smoke continues to dominate the skies across most of Montana today. Air quality impacts remain significant in western and 
central Montana. The most significant impacts are in northwest Montana, where 24-hour cumulative air quality is currently VERY 
UNHEALTHY in the Flathead Valley. The 8-hour average air quality is also VERY UNHEALTHY in Libby, where concentrations have 
been increasing throughout the morning. 24-hour cumulative air quality is UNHEALTHY in Seeley Lake, Frenchtown, Missoula, 
Hamilton, Butte, Helena, Great Falls, St. Mary, and Bozeman, and UNHEALTHY FOR SENSITIVE GROUPS in West Yellowstone, 
Lewistown, and Billings. The smoke has remained above ground level for now in eastern Montana, where air quality is currently 
in GOOD in Malta, Sidney, Birney, and Broadus, although the skies are fairly hazy. 
 
The smoke is expected to continue for much of the week as Montana remains under a ridge of high pressure. As the ridge 
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strengthens, the winds aloft will shift more to the southwest. This may help redirect some of the dense smoke from Washington 
away from Montana. However, smoke from the large fires in Idaho and western Montana will continue to cause smoke impacts. 
The shift to southwest winds will also increase the chance of afternoon thunderstorms towards the end of the week. These 
storms may create brief improvement in some areas, but will also prompt new fire weather risks. Smoke will be settling into the 
valleys each night under the ridge, likely causing impacts to increase in severity in the late afternoon across western Montana.  
 
It is difficult to pinpoint the exact fires causing the smoke. Under the ridge of high pressure, the smoke is spreading over a large 
area, with individual plumes masked by the widespread smoke. There are currently 46 large, uncontained fires burning between 
Oregon, Washington, Idaho and Montana, along with numerous other smaller blazes. It doesn’t look like the extreme fire 
behavior will be slowing down any time soon, as red flag warnings remain in place across the region.  
 
Expect air quality ranging from UNHEALTHY FOR SENSITIVE GROUPS to VERY UNHEALTHY across western and central Montana. 
Eastern Montana will likely see ground level impacts increase over the next couple days as well. Impacts may reach HAZARDOUS 
levels at times as smoke gets trapped in the valleys under the stable air mass. 
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