
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
For more information, contact: 

Matt Kelley, Health Officer, Gallatin City-County Health Department, 595-2064 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Wednesday, September 28, 2016 

 
Hebgen Lake Toxic Algal Bloom 

 
The Gallatin City-County Health Department (GCCHD) was notified Wednesday by Northwestern 
Energy that routine monitoring of Hebgen Lake has confirmed the presence of a toxic algal bloom in 
the lake.   The algal bloom is occurring along the north shore of the lake and may appear as green or 
turquoise colored scum on the surface of the lake.  Death of domestic animals has been attributed to 
ingestion of water during toxic algal blooms at Hebgen Lake in the past. 
   
The identified algal toxin poses a threat to people, pets and livestock.  Ingestion or prolonged 
contact with the algal bloom may result in illness, with signs such as muscle twitching, staggering, 
convulsions, paralysis and death.  Livestock that drink large amounts of contaminated water and 
pets that collect scum on their fur then ingest it by licking are at highest risk from toxin exposure.  
Toxin exposure can occur in humans from recreational activities where water might be ingested 
such as swimming, wind surfing, jet skiing, and water skiing.   
 
Health experts recommend that people not swim or take part in activities likely to result in 
exposure to the toxin along the north shore of the lake and that pets and livestock be kept away 
from entering the water in that area.  If you (or your pets/livestock) have ingested Hebgen Lake 
water along the north shore and are experiencing these symptoms, you should seek medical (or 
veterinary) attention immediately.  
 
Hebgen Lake is routinely monitored for algal blooms during the warm season.  Once a toxic bloom 
has been identified, the lake is monitored and tested weekly as long as toxic conditions persist and 
for several weeks after the last positive test.   Further notifications will be provided by GCCHD 
should conditions change. 
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