
 
 

 
 
 
 

Weekly Communicable Disease Report 
February 26, 2018 

Gallatin County Communicable Disease Report Week 8 (2/19/2018 to 2/25/2018) 
 
This section contains diseases diagnosed in Gallatin County, not all diseases were contracted in Gallatin County. 
 
Reportable                                                                              Non-Reportable 
12 Chlamydia      66 Strep 
  3 Animal Bite        4 Mono 
60 Influenza (34 A, 26 B) 
 

PLEASE CALL 406-582-3100 during business hours or after hours 24/7 call Sheriff’s Dispatch at 406-582-2100 ext 

2 and ask to page the Health Department 

MONTANA STATE DISEASE INFORMATION 

Summary: MMWR Week 7: Ending 2/17/2018 
 

 General Communicable Diseases: Coccidioidomycosis (2), Elevated blood lead (2) 
 Enteric Diseases: Campylobacteriosis (3), Giardiasis (2) 
 Vaccine Preventable Diseases: Influenza hospitalization (52), Streptococcus pneumoniae (3), 

Varicella [chickenpox] (1) 
 STD/HIV: Chlamydia (92), Gonorrhea (18), Syphilis (0), HIV (1) 
 Hepatitis: Hepatitis C, chronic (38) 
 Zoonotic diseases: (0) 
 Animal Rabies: (0) 

  

 

Influenza: Influenza activity remains at widespread in Montana; however, we are noticing a decline in several 
indicators, including overall case counts, hospitalizations, and syndromic ILI. We are hopeful that we have finally 
reached the peak of influenza season. To date, nearly 6,000 cases, 622 hospitalizations, and 31 deaths have 
been reported (no pediatric deaths). Keep in mind that there still are many weeks of flu activity left and CDC 
continues to recommend getting a flu vaccine to help protect against other strains of influenza that have been 
circulating over the past few weeks. 
  
Here is an interesting short video on how long a person is contagious with influenza, that you might consider 
using for a social media post: https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2018/02/20/585143079/how-long-are-
you-contagious-with-the-flu  
  
To view the Montana weekly influenza summary, please 
visit: http://dphhs.mt.gov/publichealth/cdepi/diseases/influenza  
  
The CDC weekly summary can be downloaded here: https://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/index.htm  
  
Influenza testing: We have received a few questions concerning when providers should stop testing for 
influenza. It has been an unusual influenza season and testing does provide a good source of data for CDC to 
learn more about the influenza strains that are circulating. For routine influenza testing, we prefer to leave it up to 
healthcare providers to decide when to stop testing and instead diagnose based on clinical presentation, 
especially when influenza is widespread in the community. If your providers are asking for guidance, this link from 
CDC may be of help: https://www.cdc.gov/flu/professionals/diagnosis/molecular-assays.htm The section titled 
Use in Clinical Decision Making offers guidance on testing in selected settings. 
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