
 
 

 
 
 
 

Weekly Communicable Disease Report 
January 28, 2019 

Gallatin County Communicable Disease Report Week 4 (1/21/2019 to 1/27/2019) 
 
This section contains diseases diagnosed in Gallatin County, not all diseases were contracted in Gallatin County. 
 
Reportable                                                                              Non-Reportable 
6 Chlamydia       60 Strep 
1 Dengue        
4 Animal bites        
35 Flu (34 A, 1 B)  
3 Pertussis 
1 Gonorrhea 
1 Hepatitis C 
     
 PLEASE CALL 406-582-3100 during business hours or after hours 24/7 call Sheriff’s 
 Dispatch at 406-582-2100 ext 2 and ask to page the Health Department 

Disease Information 
 

Summary of MMWR Week 3: Ending 1/19/2019-Statewide  
 

 General Communicable Diseases: Elevated blood lead (2) 
 Enteric Diseases: Campylobacteriosis (3), Salmonellosis (1), Shiga toxin-producing E. coli[STEC] (3) 
 Vaccine Preventable Diseases: Influenza hospitalization2 (14), Pertussis (12), Streptococcus 

pneumoniae (4), Tetanus (1), Varicella [chickenpox] (3) 
 STD/HIV: Chlamydia (85), Gonorrhea (22), Syphilis [latent] (2), HIV (0) 
 Hepatitis: Hepatitis C, chronic (26) 
 Zoonotic diseases: (0) 
 Animal Rabies: (0) 

  
False positive influenza Bs? Over the past couple of weeks, MTPHL has noticed several instances where Influenza 
B positive specimens submitted from local laboratories for further surveillance testing have not been confirmed as 
Influenza B by MTPHL testing methods (CDC IVD Flu rRT-PCR Diagnostic Panel). Most of these submissions have 
been rapid-positive Influenza Bs, and are most likely false-positives, but we have also had a handful of molecular-
positive specimens that have not confirmed out. Three of these specimens were later identified as a Rhinovirus, 
Parainfluenza 3, and the third specimen was negative for all viruses on the molecular Respiratory Virus Panel at 
MTPHL 
 
Measles: There has been a lot of media attention regarding recent measles cases in Washington State, with over 30 
cases identified in the outbreak so far. Naturally, this gets our attention and raises concerns over when and where the 
next suspected measles case in Montana might be. CDEpi is pulling together information including guidance for 
working a suspect measles case that will be distributed to early next week.  

 
Tetanus: A case of tetanus was identified in a child age <18 years last week. The individual had appropriate signs and 
symptoms as well as exposures that would allow entry and growth of Clostridium tetani bacteria. In addition, while 

there was a history of tetanus-containing vaccine, it had been more than 10 years since the most recent dose, a 
reminder that completing vaccine series and boosters are vital to prevent disease. Tetanus immunoglobulin (TIG) was 
administered and the individual is recovering. Read more about tetanus and vaccine recommendations 
here: https://www.cdc.gov/tetanus/index.html  
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