
 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
Gallatin City-County Health Department 

Communicable Disease Report 2018 
 

Montana state law requires health care providers to report more than 50 diseases or conditions 
to local health departments in order to track and limit the spread of infectious diseases. The 
Communicable Disease staff at Gallatin City-County Health Department responds to these 
reports in order to monitor community health status, investigate cases that may pose a public 
health risk, and inform and educate the community to prevent the spread of disease. Through 
contact investigation and epidemiological analysis, the Health Department detects and 
mitigates disease outbreaks thereby preventing the spread of communicable diseases. 
 
The aim of this report is to provide a broad summary of infectious disease cases reported to 
Gallatin City-County Health Department from January 1, 2018 through December 31, 2018. In 
addition, this report identifies a number of diseases of particular interest, due to either 
prevalence or the potential impact on the health of our community. 
 
Below is a brief summary of the some of the most frequently reported diseases in the county 
during 2018. The last column compares data to a rolling 5-year average in Gallatin County. 
 

Disease 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 
5 yr. 

Average 

Chlamydia 344 372 497 519 527 452 

Gonorrhea 11 25 31 29 25 19 

HIV/AIDS 0 3 5 2 1 2 

Syphilis 0 3 4 5 5 3 

Hepatitis A 0 1 0 2 0 1 

Hepatitis B-chronic 4 1 3 3 1 2 

Hepatitis C-chronic 53 51 68 48 49 53 

Salmonella 14 22 13 20 19 18 

Campylobacter 34 43 41 44 42 41 

Vibriosis 0 0 1 1 4 1 

Pertussis 39 25 5 1 10 16 

Listeria 0 1 0 1 0 0 

Malaria 0 0 1 2 1 1 

 



 

Gastrointestinal Diseases 
 

 
 
The state lab in Helena participates with PulseNet, a national database that matches the DNA 
fingerprint of bacteria associated with foodborne outbreaks.  Pulse Field Gel Electrophoresis 
(PFGE) is the technique used to isolate bacterial DNA.  Using this unique fingerprint, the pooled 
data from different counties and states can help identify a food or activity associated with an 
outbreak.   
 
In 2018, there were four cases of Vibrio parahaemolyticus in Gallatin County.  Three of the four 
cases ate raw oysters from the Pacific Northwest.Staff was unable to contact the fourth case for 
an interview.  V. parahaemolyticus is a bacteria known to live in sea and brackish water, and it 
causes watery diarrhea, vomiting and abdominal pain.  In warmer weather, there are higher 
concentrations of this bacteria in the water making exposure more common.  Hence, the adage 
to avoid eating raw seafood in months without an “R”   Cooking kills this bacterium. 
 
Analysis:  Gallatin County residents are exposed to potential pathogens in a variety of ways.  
Among our most reported diseases, we can identify a reasonable cause for illness in about half 
of the cases.  For example, of the 42 cases of campylobacter, six were associated with travel, 
five with ranching, five with recreational water, and four with animal exposure. This leaves 
twenty-two cases that we were unable to associate with an exposure.   
Fortunately, there were no major foodborne outbreaks in Gallatin County in 2018.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Flu 
 

 
 
People who are 65 and older are more frequently hospitalized for flu than other age 
groups.  CDC recommends that people who are 65 and older, pregnant, or have certain 
medical conditions like asthma, diabetes and heart disease, should talk with their 
healthcare provider as soon as they have flu symptoms.  Antivirals, if given early, can 
reduce complications from flu and may prevent hospitalizations in these high risk 
populations.   
 

 
 
Analysis:  The 2017-2018 flu season was rated a “high severity” year for by the CDC.  While 
there were more cases of flu in 2017-2018 in Gallatin County than the previous year, the 
county had fewer cases of people hospitalized with influenza (46 people in 2017-2018 
compared to 62 people in 2016-2017).  A 2017 poll conducted by Professional Research 
Consulting found 72% of Gallatin County residents surveyed who were 65 and older 
received a flu vaccine that year.   This is higher than state and national averages and is in 
line with the goal set by Healthy People 2020. 
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Sexually Transmitted Diseases 
 

 
 
The United States Preventative Services Task Forces recommends screening for chlamydia 
and gonorrhea in all sexually active women younger than 25 and women older than 25 who 
are at increased risk for STDs.  Chlamydia is often asymptomatic in men and women. 
Untreated chlamydia in women can lead to pelvic inflammatory disease that can contribute 
to fertility problems in the future.  Chlamydia is the most common reportable condition in 
the US.   
 
Analysis:  The rates of chlamydia and gonorrhea are lower in Gallatin County compared to 
US rates.  Due to financial constraints, health departments in some US counties are unable 
to follow up on chlamydia cases.  Gallatin County has sustained funding for the 
communicable disease team, which allows public health nurses to follow up on every 
reportable STD.  Follow-up includes partner notification and education on further STD 
prevention.  
 
 
Vaccine Preventable Diseases 
 
After a few quiet years, pertussis activity increased in 2018.  Six of the 10 reported cases 
were associated with an establishment where coworkers were in close proximity to each 
other, resulting in the spread of pertussis to the Bozeman High School and to Montana State 
University. In 2018, Gallatin City-County Health Department updated its pertussis 
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investigation procedure to reflect updates made by the CDC.  The guidance calls for a more 
judicious use of antibiotics targeted to protect people who are more at risk for 
complications if they get pertussis.  
 
There was a cluster of four mumps cases in November 2018.  All of the cases were in one 
family and none had received an MMR vaccination.  Because of possible exposure in school, 
five unvaccinated students were excluded from school for two weeks in December 2018.  
Many parents of previously unvaccinated students decided to vaccinate their children, who 
were then able to return to school immediately.  A combination of high rates of MMR 
vaccination in Bozeman Schools and early detection prevented the spread of mumps to 
other students. 
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CDC Summary of the 2017-2018 flu season https://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/season/flu-
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https://www.uspreventiveservicestaskforce.org/Page/Document/UpdateSummaryFinal/c
hlamydia-and-gonorrhea-screening 
 
CDC Sexually Transmitted Disease Surveillance 2017 
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